
Five Lancias from the Kent and Sussex LMC group along with Neil Sims from the Surrey 

group set off for Exloo, Northern Holland for the 45th anniversary rally of the Lancia 

Club Netherland. Sadly Peter and Margaret Nugent’s Flavia Vignale only made it as far 

as Hawkhurst, Kent before deciding it didn’t want to go on holiday! They borrowed my 

Skoda as transport, and acted as a support vehicle en route. Terry and Anne Marie 

Brown in their Flavia Vignale had left the previous day and would join us at our destina-

tion; they had previously attended this rally in 1998 in the same car. Derek and Doreen 

Creasey in their 2000 HF coupe, Peter and Sheila Male in their Flavia Coupe, myself and 

navigator Tina Martin in Ross, my series 1 Fulvia coupe 1.3 rally S, and the Nugents in 

my Skoda caught an afternoon ferry on Thursday May 31st from Dover to Dunkirk. Neil 

and Dianne Sims in his series 2 Fulvia coupe 1.3, were catching the train later in the day 

and meeting us in Exloo. Neil’s fingers were firmly crossed as his new engine rebuild 

was barely run in.  

 The British Contingent 

Left to right: Derek Creasy, Peter Male, Terry Brown, Neil Sims, Alison Ure  

On arrival in Belgium the heavens opened 

with the road turning into a river in sec-

onds, the intention was to travel in con-

voy to a hotel north of Antwerp, but the 

weather was so appalling Derek missed his 

junction and the rest of us never managed 

to connect after leaving the ferry. We 

finally all made it to our destination 

though Derek’s 2000 was making strange 

noises and Peter Male’s Flavia had brakes 

which kept sticking on. Peter and Marga-

ret Nugent had joined up with the Males 

staying with them whilst they waited 

periodically for the brakes to cool off 

and unstick. The weather had improved 

in the morning and we set off together 

for our final destination, again we got 

separated but all arrived safely at the 

wonderful Hotel Hunzebergen, Exloo. 

Tina and I headed for a lovely swim and 

Jacuzzi in the hotel pool, very welcome 

after a 400 mile drive!  

There were around 120 people at the 

dinner that night and our British contin-

gent of 12 were made to feel very wel-

come by everyone. The majority of rally 

participants were Dutch, but people from 

Belgium Germany, Switzerland and France 

were also present, along with Willem and 

Astrid Le Roy from New Zealand, who 

saved me in Tasmania last year! We met 

another English LMC member who was a 

last minute entrant from a late cancella-

tion, Stuart Else in his very nice Fulvia 

coupe 1600 HF, he had caught the ferry 

from Hull to Rotterdam. There was an 
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eclectic mix of around 70 Lancias and I 

was surprised at the number of more mod-

ern Lancias. Amongst the classics were 

Hugo Modderman’s beautiful soft top Arte-

na, a soft top Aprilia, a Belna (Augusta,) 

an Appia van and a sweet little Abarth. 

There were also a number of Aurelias, 

Fulvias, Flavias, Flaminias, Delta Inte-

grales, and Betas and more modern The-

Hugo Modderman’s Artena  

Soft top Aprilia and Appia van.  

Saturday’s drive out took us to an or-

ganic dairy farm at Landleven for 

morning coffee then to the beautiful 

moated house Borg Nienoord for lunch 

and the afternoon visit was to the 

STAR Steam Railway Museum. After a 

drizzly start the weather improved 

through the day and driving was very 

pleasant, smooth roads, light traffic, 

pretty villages, leafy forests and of 

course canals and windmills. 

Ross with Neil Sims in his series 2 Fulvia in the background outside the Borg 

Nienoord.  

Sunday morning was equally drizzly 

but the drive to the Museum Village 

Orvelte was as pleasant as the previ-

ous day. This beautiful collection of 

old thatched houses connected by 

cobbled streets, housed coffee shops 

and local crafts and was a very 

pleasant place to spend a couple of 

hours. We then drove to Martin Wil-

lems garage for an Italian lunch. Mar-

tin’s garage, workshop and show-

room is set in around 12’000 square 

meters of ground with more Lancias 

in one place than I have ever seen! 

The majority of the 300 plus  

cars were for breaking for his spare 

parts business though his massive 

warehouse at one end of the ground 

Martin had a number of Lancias, Fiats 

Abarths, and Ferraris on display some 

of his own and some for sale. Whim, 

his mechanic was giving rides in the 

recently restored 1920 Kappa. It was a 

wonderful end to the weekend and 

many people said goodbye after the 

lunch, though around forty Lancisti 

returned to the hotel for an excellent 

BBQ that evening.  

We left the hotel on Monday morning 

in three groups, Neil set off first as he 

had a train to catch that evening, Ti-

na, myself and the Nugents left next 

as we were staying in a hostel just 

north of the French border and the 

other three cars departed a little later 

all staying in Ghent. On arrival back in 

Panoramic photo of the cars parked at the Museum Village Orveltr.  



the UK the Nugents Vignale, apologet-

ic for not playing ball, started, and 

with Peter driving very sensitively, got 

them home. Everyone else also got 

home safely and under their own 

steam even though pauses for brakes 

to cool down and un-seize were need-

ed by both the Males and Browns Fla-

vias. Derek had worked out his noise 

was springs related as with no weight 

in the car for the rally there was no 

noise! Ross did 971 miles without miss-

ing a beat which I was very grateful 

for, and Neil’s new engine did over 

1000 miles seamlessly.  

Thanks 

A huge thank you goes to Crista and 

Sebastian Jurkiewicz and the Lancia 

Club Netherland committee for a won-

derful event. It was everything you 

would want on a rally, a comfortable 

hotel with fabulous food, great cars, 

friendly people and interesting places 

Italian Lunch at Martin Willems. 

The Kappa  


